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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, tiowever, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )n Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 
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Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described m (I) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined m section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-5, 12-13, 17-18, 20-23, 26-30, 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Brandt et al (6,377,993). 

Consider claims 1, 28-30. Brandt teaches an apparatus for managing access to 
transaction services, comprising query logic (query generation and execution; col. 4, In. 18-27), 
configured to query telecommunication transaction records (col. 3, In. 38-61; priced call data) for 
an user's account to detect an account event (report options and criteria; col. 18, In. 52 to col. 19, 
In. 14; col. 27, In. 15-27); and an event monitor (col. 7, In. 56-65; col. 13, In. 55-65; col. 14, In. 
10-22; col 15, In. 60 to col. 16, In. 2; col. 16, In. 56 to col. 17, In. 3; col. 18, In. 52 to col. 19, In. 
14; col. 21, In. 38-56), configured to prescribe the account event, and, upon detection of the 
event, to manage access to the transaction services as a function of the transaction cost associated 
with the transaction record of the detected account event, the event monitor prescribing the 
account event in response to a command initiated by a user from a remote computer (col. 3, In. 
38-61; col. 15, In. 60 to col. 16, In. 2). 
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Consider claim 2. Brandt further teaches a user prescribed the account event from a 
remote computer that is executing a thin web client appUcation program (col. 7, In. 56-65; col. 

15, In. 60 to col. 16, In. 2; col. 17, In. 21-36; col. 3, In. 38-61; col. 15, hi. 60 to col. 16, In. 2). 

Consider claims 3, 13. Brandt further teaches fields of the telecommunication transaction 
records include a calling number, a transaction date, a transaction time, a called number, a called 
place, transaction duration, and a transaction cost (col. 18, In. 52 to col. 19, In. 14). It is also 
noted that Call Detail Record (CDR) is defined as an accounting record produced by Switches to 
track Call Type, Time, Duration, Facilities used, Originator, Destination, etc. CDRs are used for 
customer billing, rate determination, network monitoring, and facility capacity planning. 
Therefore, Brandt inherently discloses the query are selected from group consisting of calling 
device, device called, area called, transaction duration, transaction cost, date of transaction, and 
time of transaction. 

Consider claim 4. Brandt further teaches the account event comprises a logical 
combination of one or more states of the fields, the logical combination of field states being 
specified by the user (coL 27, In. 16-27; In 63 to col. 28, In. 60, tables 1-2). 

Consider claims 5, 14. Brandt further teaches the event monitor automatically executing 
a prescribed response when the account event is detected (col. 7, In. 56-65; col. 15, In. 60 to col. 

16, In. 2; col. 16, In. 15-48; col. 17, hi. 21-36). 

Consider claims 1 1, 20. Brandt further teaches each of the transaction records documents 
a specific transaction service event, wherein the specific event comprises a local toll call, a long 
distance call or a calling card call (col. 18, hi 52 to col. 19, In. 14; col. 34, In. 47 to col. 35, In. 
16). 
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Consider claims 12, 21-24, 32, 34. Br£mdt teaches an apparatus for managing access to 
transaction services, comprising a billing server (col. 3, In. 62 to col. 4, In. 17; col. 8, In. 15-51; 
fig. 8); database query logic (query generation and execution; col. 4, In. 18-27), configured to 
query telecommunication transaction records (col. 3, In. 38-61; priced call data) for an user's 
account to detect an account event (report options and criteria; col. 18, In. 52 to col. 19, In. 14; 
col. 27, In. 15-27); an event monitor (col. 7, In. 56-65; col. 13, In. 55-65; col, 14, In. 10-22; col. 
15, In. 60 to col. 16, bi. 2; col. 16, In. 56 to col 17, In. 3; col. 18, In. 52 to col. 19, In. 14; col. 21, 
In. 38-56), configured to prescribe the account event, and, upon detection of the event, to manage 
access to the transaction services as a function of the transaction cost associated with the 
transaction record of the detected account event, the event monitor prescribing the account event 
in response to a command initiated by a user from a remote computer (coL 3, hi. 38-61; col. 15, 
In. 60 to col. 16, In. 2); and web server (fig. 5, col. 7, In. 56-65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6-10, 15-18, 25-27, 31, 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Brandt et al (6,377,993) in view of Eggleston et al (5,764,899). 
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Consider claims 6-7, 15-16. Brandt does not clearly teach that the prescribed response 
comprises an alert response. Eggleston teaches that the prescribed response comprises an alert 
response (col. 3, hi. 57 to col. 4, hi. 3; col. 5, In. 44-53; col. 6, In. 24-57; col. 9, In. 39-61; col. 13, 
In. 60 to col. 15, In. 41). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utihze the teachings of Eggleston into the teachings of Brandt to assist 
clients in maintaining their messaging and expenses within desired limits. 

Consider claim 8. Brandt further teaches the user and service provider are alerted by 
email (col. 7, In. 56-65; col. 15, In. 60 to col. 16, In. 2). 

Consider claims 9-10, 17-18, 25-27, 31. Eggleston further teaches the prescribed 
response comprises a control response, wherein the control response comprises hmiting access of 
the user to specified transaction services (col. 3, In. 57 to col. 4, In. 3; col. 14, In. 23-52). 

Consider claim 19. Eggleston further teaches the control response comprises increasing a 
credit limit for the user by a specified amount (col. 14, In. 23-52). 

Consider claim 33. Brandt further teaches the user and service provider are alerted by 
email (col. 7, In. 56-65; col. 15, In. 60 to col. 16, In. 2). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Due Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-308-7527. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 6:00AM-2:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on 703-305-4708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
AppHcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Due Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
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